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Witness recalls Beverly UFO sighting 50 years later
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This year marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most mysterious events in Beverly’s celebrated history.
On April 22, 1966, a group of nine people, including two Beverly police officers, witnessed three brightly lit, unidentified flying objects performing physically impossible aerial maneuvers in the sky over Beverly High School.
Nancy Coffey, who at the time of the event was 11-year-old Nancy Modugno, sat down on Tuesday to recall the events of that night. Coffey’s bedroom was on the second floor of an apartment building facing Sohier Road in close proximity to Beverly Hospital and the old Beverly High School.
As far as her memory and all subsequent records are concerned, Coffey was the first person to notice something out of the ordinary that night, around 8:30 p.m.
“I was reading and I saw flashing lights come in my window. I went to the window and thought there was an accident because there were always accidents at that intersection,” she said. “I looked out – there was a big maple tree in front of the house – behind the tree and even with the window was this huge object about the size of a car with flashing lights.”
The response from the young child was immediate.
“I totally knew right away that is was something to be scared of or something out of the ordinary. I had no idea what it was,” Coffey said. “It would be like if a car was in the air right outside your window. That’s how I still remember it being. I think it was metallic and I remember the flashing lights. I knew instantly that it was nothing I’d ever seen before.”
Coffey ran downstairs in hysterics to tell her father, who was too busy fiddling with their television set that had malfunctioned to listen to her cries. Coffey’s mother and neighbor came into the room to order a pizza and, upon hearing her insistent pleas, went outside to see if they could reassure her that the lights were simply an airplane.